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TITLE VIII—IMPROVING RURAL CALL 

QUALITY AND RELIABILITY 
SEC. 801. ENSURING THE INTEGRITY OF VOICE 

COMMUNICATIONS. 
Part II of title II of the Communications 

Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 251 et seq.) is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘SEC. 262. ENSURING THE INTEGRITY OF VOICE 

COMMUNICATIONS. 
‘‘(a) REGISTRATION AND COMPLIANCE BY IN-

TERMEDIATE PROVIDERS.—An intermediate 
provider that offers or holds itself out as of-
fering the capability to transmit covered 
voice communications from one destination 
to another and that charges any rate to any 
other entity (including an affiliated entity) 
for the transmission shall— 

‘‘(1) register with the Commission; and 
‘‘(2) comply with the service quality stand-

ards for such transmission to be established 
by the Commission under subsection 
(c)(1)(B). 

‘‘(b) REQUIRED USE OF REGISTERED INTER-
MEDIATE PROVIDERS.—A covered provider 
may not use an intermediate provider to 
transmit covered voice communications un-
less such intermediate provider is registered 
under subsection (a)(1). 

‘‘(c) COMMISSION RULES.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.— 
‘‘(A) REGISTRY.—Not later than 180 days 

after the date of enactment of this section, 
the Commission shall promulgate rules to es-
tablish a registry to record registrations 
under subsection (a)(1). 

‘‘(B) SERVICE QUALITY STANDARDS.—Not 
later than 1 year after the date of enactment 
of this section, the Commission shall pro-
mulgate rules to establish service quality 
standards for the transmission of covered 
voice communications by intermediate pro-
viders. 

‘‘(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In promulgating the 
rules required by paragraph (1), the Commis-
sion shall— 

‘‘(A) ensure the integrity of the trans-
mission of covered voice communications to 
all customers in the United States; and 

‘‘(B) prevent unjust or unreasonable dis-
crimination among areas of the United 
States in the delivery of covered voice com-
munications. 

‘‘(d) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF REGISTRY.— 
The Commission shall make the registry es-
tablished under subsection (c)(1)(A) publicly 
available on the website of the Commission. 

‘‘(e) SCOPE OF APPLICATION.—The require-
ments of this section shall apply regardless 
of the format by which any communication 
or service is provided, the protocol or format 
by which the transmission of such commu-
nication or service is achieved, or the regu-
latory classification of such communication 
or service. 

‘‘(f) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to affect the 
regulatory classification of any communica-
tion or service. 

‘‘(g) EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS.—Nothing in 
this section shall be construed to preempt or 
expand the authority of a State public util-
ity commission or other relevant State agen-
cy to collect data, or investigate and enforce 
State law and regulations, regarding the 
completion of intrastate voice communica-
tions, regardless of the format by which any 
communication or service is provided, the 
protocol or format by which the trans-
mission of such communication or service is 
achieved, or the regulatory classification of 
such communication or service. 

‘‘(h) EXCEPTION.—The requirement under 
subsection (a)(2) to comply with the service 
quality standards established under sub-
section (c)(1)(B) shall not apply to a covered 
provider that— 

‘‘(1) on or before the date that is 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this section, 

has certified as a Safe Harbor provider under 
section 64.2107(a) of title 47, Code of Federal 
Regulations, or any successor regulation; 
and 

‘‘(2) continues to meet the requirements 
under such section 64.2107(a). 

‘‘(i) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
‘‘(1) COVERED PROVIDER.—The term ‘cov-

ered provider’ has the meaning given the 
term in section 64.2101 of title 47, Code of 
Federal Regulations, or any successor there-
to. 

‘‘(2) COVERED VOICE COMMUNICATION.—The 
term ‘covered voice communication’ means a 
voice communication (including any related 
signaling information) that is generated— 

‘‘(A) from the placement of a call from a 
connection using a North American Num-
bering Plan resource or a call placed to a 
connection using such a numbering resource; 
and 

‘‘(B) through any service provided by a 
covered provider. 

‘‘(3) INTERMEDIATE PROVIDER.—The term 
‘intermediate provider’ means any entity 
that— 

‘‘(A) enters into a business arrangement 
with a covered provider or other inter-
mediate provider for the specific purpose of 
carrying, routing, or transmitting voice traf-
fic that is generated from the placement of a 
call placed— 

‘‘(i) from an end user connection using a 
North American Numbering Plan resource; 
or 

‘‘(ii) to an end user connection using such 
a numbering resource; and 

‘‘(B) does not itself, either directly or in 
conjunction with an affiliate, serve as a cov-
ered provider in the context of originating or 
terminating a given call.’’. 

Mr. WALDEN (during the reading). 
Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent 
to dispense with the reading of the 
amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was ordered to be read a 

third time, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to amend the Com-
munications Act of 1934 to provide for 
greater transparency and efficiency in 
the procedures followed by the Federal 
Communications Commission, to con-
solidate certain reporting obligations 
of the Commission, and to update cer-
tain other provisions of such Act, and 
for other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ADVANCING HOPE ACT OF 2016 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce be 
discharged from further consideration 
of the bill (S. 1878) to extend the pedi-
atric priority review voucher program, 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 1878 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Advancing 
Hope Act of 2016’’. 
SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF PROGRAM FOR 

PRIORITY REVIEW TO ENCOURAGE 
TREATMENTS FOR RARE PEDIATRIC 
DISEASES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 529 of the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 
360ff) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 
(A) in paragraph (3), by amending subpara-

graph (A) to read as follows: 
‘‘(A) The disease is a serious or life-threat-

ening disease in which the serious or life- 
threatening manifestations primarily affect 
individuals aged from birth to 18 years, in-
cluding age groups often called neonates, in-
fants, children, and adolescents.’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (4)(F), by striking ‘‘Pre-
scription Drug User Fee Amendments of 
2012’’ and inserting ‘‘Advancing Hope Act of 
2016’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 
(A) by striking paragraph (4) and inserting 

the following: 
‘‘(4) NOTIFICATION.— 
‘‘(A) SPONSOR OF A RARE PEDIATRIC DISEASE 

PRODUCT.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date 

that is 90 days after the date of enactment of 
the Advancing Hope Act of 2016, the sponsor 
of a rare pediatric disease product applica-
tion that intends to request a priority review 
voucher under this section shall notify the 
Secretary of such intent upon submission of 
the rare pediatric disease product applica-
tion that is the basis of the request for a pri-
ority review voucher. 

‘‘(ii) APPLICATIONS SUBMITTED BUT NOT YET 
APPROVED.—The sponsor of a rare pediatric 
disease product application that was sub-
mitted and that has not been approved as of 
the date of enactment of the Advancing Hope 
Act of 2016 shall be considered eligible for a 
priority review voucher, if— 

‘‘(I) such sponsor has submitted such rare 
pediatric disease product application— 

‘‘(aa) on or after the date that is 90 days 
after the date of enactment of the Prescrip-
tion Drug User Fee Amendments of 2012; and 

‘‘(bb) on or before the date of enactment of 
the Advancing Hope Act of 2016; and 

‘‘(II) such application otherwise meets the 
criteria for a priority review voucher under 
this section. 

‘‘(B) SPONSOR OF A DRUG APPLICATION USING 
A PRIORITY REVIEW VOUCHER.— 

‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The sponsor of a human 
drug application shall notify the Secretary 
not later than 90 days prior to submission of 
the human drug application that is the sub-
ject of a priority review voucher of an intent 
to submit the human drug application, in-
cluding the date on which the sponsor in-
tends to submit the application. Such notifi-
cation shall be a legally binding commit-
ment to pay the user fee to be assessed in ac-
cordance with this section. 

‘‘(ii) TRANSFER AFTER NOTICE.—The sponsor 
of a human drug application that provides 
notification of the intent of such sponsor to 
use the voucher for the human drug applica-
tion under clause (i) may transfer the vouch-
er after such notification is provided, if such 
sponsor has not yet submitted the human 
drug application described in the notifica-
tion.’’; and 

(B) by striking paragraph (5) and inserting 
the following: 

‘‘(5) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—The Sec-
retary may not award any priority review 
vouchers under paragraph (1) after December 
31, 2016.’’; and 
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(3) in subsection (g), by inserting before 

the period ‘‘, except that no sponsor of a rare 
pediatric disease product application may re-
ceive more than one priority review voucher 
issued under any section of this Act with re-
spect to the drug for which the application is 
made.’’ 

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act, or the amendments made by this 
Act, shall be construed to affect the validity 
of a priority review voucher that was issued 
under section 529 of the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 360ff) before the 
date of enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 3. GAO REPORT. 

(a) STUDY.—The Comptroller General of 
the United States shall conduct a study on 
the effectiveness of awarding priority review 
vouchers under section 529 of the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 
360ff) in providing incentives for the develop-
ment of drugs that treat or prevent rare pe-
diatric diseases (as defined in subsection 
(a)(3) of such section) that would not other-
wise have been developed. In conducting such 
study, the Comptroller General shall exam-
ine the following: 

(1) The indications for which each drug for 
which a priority review voucher was awarded 
under such section 529 was approved under 
section 505(b)(1) of the Federal Food, Drug, 
and Cosmetic Act (21 U.S.C. 355(b)(1)) or sec-
tion 351(a) of the Public Health Service Act 
(42 U.S.C. 262(a)). 

(2) Whether the priority review voucher 
impacted sponsors’ decisions to invest in de-
veloping a drug to treat or prevent a rare pe-
diatric disease. 

(3) An analysis of the drugs for which such 
priority review vouchers were used, which 
shall include— 

(A) the indications for which such drugs 
were approved under section 505(b)(1) of the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 
U.S.C. 355(b)(1)) or section 351(a) of the Pub-
lic Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 262(a)); 

(B) whether unmet medical needs were ad-
dressed through the approval of such drugs, 
including, for each such drug— 

(i) if an alternative therapy was previously 
available to treat the indication; and 

(ii) if the drug provided a benefit or advan-
tage over another available therapy; 

(C) the number of patients potentially 
treated by such drugs; 

(D) the value of the priority review vouch-
er if transferred; and 

(E) the length of time between the date on 
which a priority review voucher was awarded 
and the date on which it was used. 

(4) With respect to the priority review 
voucher program under section 529 of the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 
U.S.C. 360ff)— 

(A) the resources used by the Food and 
Drug Administration in implementing such 
program, including the effect of such pro-
gram on the Food and Drug Administration’s 
review of drugs for which a priority review 
voucher was not awarded or used; 

(B) the impact of the program on the pub-
lic health as a result of the review and ap-
proval of drugs that received a priority re-
view voucher and products that were the 
subject of a redeemed priority review vouch-
er; and 

(C) alternative approaches to improving 
such program so that the program is appro-
priately targeted toward providing incen-
tives for the development of clinically im-
portant drugs that— 

(i) prevent or treat rare pediatric diseases; 
and 

(ii) would likely not otherwise have been 
developed to prevent or treat such diseases. 

(b) REPORT.—Not later than January 31, 
2022, the Comptroller General of the United 

States shall submit to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions of 
the Senate and the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce of the House of Representa-
tives a report containing the results of the 
study of conducted under subsection (a). 

The bill was ordered to be read a 
third time, was read the third time, 
and passed, and a motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table. 

f 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRA-
TION VETERAN TRANSITION IM-
PROVEMENT ACT OF 2016 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (S. 2683) to in-
clude disabled veteran leave in the per-
sonnel management system of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration, and ask 
for its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 2683 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal 
Aviation Administration Veteran Transition 
Improvement Act of 2016’’. 
SEC. 2. INCLUSION OF DISABLED VETERAN 

LEAVE IN FEDERAL AVIATION AD-
MINISTRATION PERSONNEL MAN-
AGEMENT SYSTEM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 40122(g)(2) of title 
49, United States Code, is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (H), by striking ‘‘; and’’ 
and inserting a semicolon; 

(2) in subparagraph (I)(iii), by striking the 
period at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(J) subject to paragraph (4) of this sub-

section, section 6329, relating to disabled vet-
eran leave.’’. 

(b) CERTIFICATION OF LEAVE.—Section 
40122(g) of such title is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(4) CERTIFICATION OF DISABLED VETERAN 
LEAVE.—In order to verify that leave cred-
ited to an employee pursuant to paragraph 
(2)(J) is used for treating a service-connected 
disability, that employee shall, notwith-
standing section 6329(c) of title 5, submit to 
the Assistant Administrator for Human Re-
source Management of the Federal Aviation 
Administration certification, in such form 
and manner as the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration may prescribe, 
that the employee used that leave for pur-
poses of being furnished treatment for that 
disability by a health care provider.’’. 

(c) APPLICATION.—The amendments made 
by this section shall apply with respect to 
any employee of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration hired on or after the date that 
is one year after the date of the enactment 
of this Act. 

(d) POLICIES AND PROCEDURES.—Not later 
than 270 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration shall prescribe poli-
cies and procedures to carry out the amend-
ments made by this section that are com-

parable, to the maximum extent practicable, 
to the regulations prescribed by the Office of 
Personnel Management under section 6329 of 
title 5, United States Code. 

The bill was ordered to be read a 
third time, was read the third time, 
and passed, and a motion to reconsider 
was laid on the table. 

f 

VETERANS DAY MOMENT OF 
SILENCE ACT 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
the bill (S. 1004) to amend title 36, 
United States Code, to encourage the 
nationwide observance of two minutes 
of silence each Veterans Day, and ask 
for its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

S. 1004 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans 
Day Moment of Silence Act’’. 
SEC. 2. OBSERVANCE OF VETERANS DAY. 

(a) TWO MINUTES OF SILENCE.—Chapter 1 of 
title 36, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following new section: 
‘‘§ 145. Veterans Day 

‘‘The President shall issue each year a 
proclamation calling on the people of the 
United States to observe two minutes of si-
lence on Veterans Day in honor of the serv-
ice and sacrifice of veterans throughout the 
history of the Nation, beginning at— 

‘‘(1) 3:11 p.m. Atlantic standard time; 
‘‘(2) 2:11 p.m. eastern standard time; 
‘‘(3) 1:11 p.m. central standard time; 
‘‘(4) 12:11 p.m. mountain standard time; 
‘‘(5) 11:11 a.m. Pacific standard time; 
‘‘(6) 10:11 a.m. Alaska standard time; and 
‘‘(7) 9:11 a.m. Hawaii-Aleutian standard 

time.’’. 
(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 

sections for chapter 1 of title 36, United 
States Code, is amended by adding at the end 
the following new item: 
‘‘145. Veterans Day.’’. 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of S. 1004, the Veterans Day Moment 
of Silence Act. I am proud to have introduced 
the House version of this bill, H.R. 995. 

This bipartisan legislation calls for two min-
utes of silence every Veterans Day. The set 
time of 2:11 P.M., Eastern Standard Time, will 
allow all Americans from coast to coast and 
Puerto Rico to come together as one nation to 
reflect on the service of our veterans, past and 
present. Generations of brave men and 
women have served the United States of 
America with honor, risking their lives to keep 
us safe and free. They deserve our support 
and, especially, our gratitude. 

Mr. Speaker, our servicemembers have 
made, and continue to make, immense sac-
rifices. They leave their loved ones behind, 
operate in some of the most dangerous places 
in the world, and put themselves in harm’s 
way to defend our nation. I have had the 
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